


AGENDA FOR THE MEETING OF DITTON PRIORS PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON Thursday 22nd January 2026  at 7.30pm in small hall of the village hall Ditton Priors. 


1. Public Session. 
2. Acceptance of apologies. 
3. Dispensations:  
4.  Shropshire Council Report. 
5. Approve the minutes of the meeting being held on 11TH December Thursday 2025. 
6. Roads:
a. Any recent problems. 
b. Road closures.
· South Road 26th January 2026. (National Grid)
· B4364 Neenton -Chetton 22nd February 2025jh 
7. Highway Maintenance:
a. Restoring Shropshire’s Verges.  Next step. 
  8. Defibrillators:  
  9. Planning:
a. New Applications:
     25/04734/FUL St John The Baptist Church Church Road Ditton Priors. Proposed new accessible toilet to the south porch and new water and drainage connections.  
b. Decisions:
· 25/03412/PAPD Proposed Residential Conversion of Agric Building Middleton Priors.  Appeal Allowed. 
· 25/04522/TCA The Vicarage Church Road Ditton Priors.  Various tree works.  No Objection. 
c. The next local plan 2025-2045 
     d. Any urgent planning matters. 
 10.   Finance:
a. Invoices to pay.: 
1. Mrs. J Madeley  £601.22fpo
2. Pension Shropshire Council  £256.04 fpo
3. Water plus £7.99 dd
4. Horizon Focus £17.99 fpo
5. Shropshire Council £271.60 (street lighting).
6. Shropshire Council £125.00 (election expenses).
7. SALC £30.00
8. Ditton Priors village hall
b. Bank Reconciliation. Dec 
c.  Approve the budget for year ended 31.3.27
d. Approve precept.. 
e. Shropshire County Pension Fund review.
f. VAT return submitted.
  11. Allotments.   
  12. update regarding devolution pilots. 
          a. (two documents)
          b. Clerk’s attendance at a working party event about services.
  13.  Consider signing memorandum of understanding.
  14. Assertion 10  of external audit
· Councillor email addresses.
· Website
· Data Controller (ie clerk).
  15. Consider IT Policy.
     16. Correspondence.     
· West Mercia SNT request for top three priorities.
        17. Item at Chair’s discretion. 
     18. Date of next scheduled meeting Thursday 12th February  2026 
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Report

Clerk attended the working party event on 16th December Shropshire Counciller Holloyhead mentioned.  The reason DPPC has not received notification was an incorrect email address…..

The event was not attended by all who had been invited sadly.

It was well managed, however information about the delivery of env maintenance services such as verge cutting and bin emptying was in an totally in accutrate database.  To add to that Ditton Priors data was not included.  

Result of this observation was the host and administrator plus a deputy portfiolo holder were off back to the Guildhall to ensure the data was reviewed and up to date.

Many allocations of spend in wards and parishes was incorrect.  Ie Neen savage (near Cleobury Mortimer had an allocation for verge cutting included in Alveley Parish.  Just one example.

We worked in two groups of 5 or 6.
So each representative gave a picture of their parishes services.  (All expect Bridgnorth were envious of what we have in ditton priors.)   
This data was then explored as a room.

There were several themes along these lines.  Services provided by sc to residents, transport, social life venues to name a few.  

Then we moved onto some questions about ideas for the future.

Most were batted away as none starters with sensible reasons.  

I’m glad I went but astonished at the work needed within Shropshire Council’s data base.  

For example the data base of pc email addresses none existent.  Officers do not use the website to find the information either ?

Conclusion
· So no benefit to Ditton Priors as such but valuable information shared.  

· One thing that was said pcs will only be approached to take on services if the memo of understanding is signed.

· Shropshire Council is working towards a local authority providing the minimum statutory services it is legally required to provide.  

· It is looking for pcs to take on the extras if their communities want them.


· An example of costs for bus service. DPPC years ago looked into supporting a returning service to the village.  At the time each journey into the village would have cost £100k  now the cost is £180k for a new subsidized service per journey.
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