


 MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF DITTON PRIORS PARISH COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON Thursday 8th May 2025 at 7.30pm in small hall of the village hall Ditton Priors. 

1. Election of Chair.  
It was RESOLVED to elect Councillor Owen to the post of chair.   Councillor Owen thanked Mr. A Jones, Dr J Collingridge and Mr. C Barker for all their hard work as their time as Councillors.
2. Public Session. 
One resident attended to inform the Parish Council of a proposal for a log cabin home for a long-standing resident.  They were thanked for the information. Another asked if the Parish Council had requested traffic give way to oncoming traffic signs for Derrington Bridge. He also asked if the Parish Council had a Neighbourhood plan and if the amount of CIL funds due for the Shropshire Homes development was known.  He was told there is no neighbourhood plan and the amount of CIL due is not known.
3. Acceptance of apologies. 
    No apologies were received.  Present Councillors Owen, Lowe, Barker, Davis, Howells, Barton-Smith, Fox, Gregory and Cains. 
4. Election of Councillors to the following positions: 
It was RESOLVED to elect the following Councillors to the following roles:
a.  Vice Chair: Councillor Lowe.
b. SALC area committee. Whoever is interested in the subject.
c.  Village Hall Committee and Playing Fields Association. Councillor Fox.
d. Footpaths. Councillor Barton-Smith
e. Snow Warden. Councillor Lowe.
f.  Any other representative. None.
5.  Approve all policies: see list below. All available on www.dittonpriorsparishcouncil.co.uk Defer to June Meeting.
6. Approve Accounting Statements. 
a. Approve Accounts.  It was RESOLVED to approve the accounts for year ended 31.3.25.
b. Internal Audit. It was RESOLVED to approve the internal audit.
c. Annual Governance Statement.  It was RESOLVED to approve the answers yes to all questions on the Annual governance statement.
d. Accounting statements.  It was RESOLVED to approve the Annual Accounting Statement.
e. Internal Audit report. Defer to June meeting.  Clerk to write an action plan.
7.  Dispensations:  
    None.
8.   Shropshire Council Report. 
Shropshire Councillor G Hollyhead attended the meeting.  He had signed up that day.  He has been a Parish Councillor at Eardington for four years.
9. Approve the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 11th April 2025. 
It was RESOLVED to sign and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 11th April 2025.
7. Roads:
a. Any recent problems.   A large hole by Derrington Bridge. 
b. Information from Shropshire Council. None.
c. Road closures. Noted.  
· Hillside 26-27th May 2025
· Road between B4364 and Middleton Priors 30th June 2025.
           d. traffic calming Derrington Road and speed limit change.
· A request to ask Shropshire Council Highways for signage showing oncoming traffic has right of way across Derrington Bridge. It was RESOLVED not to pursue this.  Visibility both sides of the bridge is good plus the request in the past has been refused twice.
· The speed limit on Derrington Road which it is planned to move beyond the new development.  The Parish Council has yet to receive a consultation on this proposal.  
           e. report from resident suggesting traffic calming in Ditton Priors Village.
                The request to forward a request to Shropshire Council  to ask for 20mph throughout the village will not be forwarded to Shropshire Council.  Shropshire Council highways does not have a policy to implement 20mph throughout a community.  West Mercia Police will not support or enforce the limit.  Clerk informed the meeting that Shropshire Council highways have a project to introduce 20mph speed limits around schools where it is necessary.  Brown Clee School highways were surveyed. Clerk also has speed data from a speed survey carried out by Shropshire Council for the Parish council. Clerk to forward that to Councillors.  The overgrown hedge on Derrington Road will not be reported   Shropshire Council highways do not ask for well maintained hedges to be cut back.  
                
                Councillor Barker established in the highway code the following guidance when walking on highway without footways.

Rules for Pedestrians  Highway Code
                 Rule 2
If there is no pavement, keep to the right-hand side of the road so that you can see oncoming traffic. You should take extra care and
· be prepared to walk in single file, especially on narrow roads or in poor light
· keep close to the side of the road.
                           It may be safer to cross the road well before a sharp right-hand bend so that       oncoming traffic has a better chance of seeing you. Cross back after the bend.
   8. Highway Maintenance: Update to scheme 25-26.  The new scheme will go ahead.  It was RESOLVED no contractor to be appointed until the amount of funds available is known.
   9. Defibrillators:  
        No issues to report
 10. Planning:
          a. New Applications:
· 25/01602/MBPA Proposed Residential Conversion of Agricultural Barn Middleton Priors. Application for prior approval under Part 3 Class Q of the town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 for the change of use of agricultural to a dwelling house.  It was RESOLVED to raise no objection.
     b. Decisions: 
· 25/00676/VRW106 Proposed Residential Development Lane East of Derrington Road. WITHDRAWN
  c. Enforcement matters. None.
     d. Any urgent planning matters. None.










  11.   Finance:
a. Invoices to pay. It was RESOLVED to pay the following invoices.
1. Mrs. J Madeley £582.90. fpo
2. Pension Shropshire Council £248.22 fpo
3. Water plus £8.13 dd
4. Clear Insurance to be confirmed. £830.58 Fpo
5. Smiths of Derby £374.40
6. Daisy £28.69.dd
7. RLT Auditing £175.00 fpo
8. SALC £488.71fpo  Defer until next meeting.  Clerk to ask for information of what services SALC supply.
b. Bank Reconciliation. 
      
	Bank reconciliation at 31 March 2025
	 
	

	 
	
	£
	

	 
	Balance b/f 31.03.25
	     14,020.08 
	Apr-25

	 
	receipts
	     23,502.57 
	

	 
	
	     37,522.65 
	

	 
	payments
	1562.18
	

	 
	
	     35,960.47 
	

	 
	
	 
	

	 
	Balances at 30.4.25
	 
	

	 
	Current account
	     23,637.94 
	

	 
	Deposit
	2002.96
	

	 
	95-day notice account
	10319.57
	

	 
	Total
	 
	

	 
	
	 
	

	 
	
	 
	 

	 
	Total 
	     35,960.47 
	



c.   Consider more signatories. 
Councillors…..
d. Precept of £21500.00 received Shropshire Council. Noted.
e. VAT refund received. Noted. 
f.   CIL funds.
      Notification has not been received on what CIL Funds will be received in the current financial year.  No CIL funds have been received to date.
g. Shropshire Council Pension update re actuary review. Noted. 
h. Ditton Services.  Chair will arrange a meeting to discuss the payment for previous    financial year.  With Councillor Gregory.
i.   Consider grant to Ditton Priors village hall towards Solar panels.  It was RESOLVED to defer.
j.   Consider grant to St John’s PCC for tree surgery.  It was RESOLVED to give a grant of   £1000.00 towards the tree surgery.
     12. Allotments. 
              A new tenant has taken on a plot given up.  
     13. Annual Parish Meeting
            Clerk to arrange for 30th May 2025.


  14. Defibrillator training evening 
         Clerk to try to arrange for the same evening.
  15. Correspondence. 
           a. SALC Training noted.
           b. Hedge by School.  Clerk explained it had become unclear who should cut the hedge outside of the school perimeter.  It is not the responsibility of the Parish Council confirmed.
   16. Item at Chair’s discretion.  One item raised fires on the depot/industrial estate.  The fires it was confirmed were burning of green waste under license.
   17. Date of next scheduled meeting Thursday 12th June 2025.   The meeting was declared closed at 9.45pm.
   









































Report.

[bookmark: _Hlk44592362]Ditton Priors Parish Council list of policies

Co-option Policy.
Managing Preplanning application approaches.
Affordable housing policy.  (confirming an applicant is has strong local connection).
Complaints procedure.
Training Policy.
Disciplinary and Grievance Policy.
Standing Orders. 
Financial Regulations. 
Financial Risk Assessment.
Social Media Policy
Vexatious members of the public policy.
Biodiversity and community.
Grants policy
CIL Guidance
Asset register

All available on website www.dittonpriorsparishcouncil.co.uk





