


MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF DITTON PRIORS PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON Thursday 12TH DECEMBER 2024 at 7.30pm in small hall of the village hall Ditton Priors. 
1. Public Session. 
No members of the public were present.
2. Acceptance of apologies. 
No apologies were received.  Present Councillors Jones, Lowe, M Barker, Davis, Barton-Smith, Howells, C Barker, Collingridge and Owen.  Also, present Shropshire Councillor Tindall.
3. Dispensations:  
    None.  
4. Shropshire Council Report. 
    Shropshire Council debated the proposals by the Government to implement new   inheritance tax rules on agricultural property.  A majority vote of the full council supported the motion asking the Government to change its mind.  The Labour members refused to take part in the debate or vote.  The Government has produced a new NPPF (National planning policy framework).  This takes effect immediately.  This will lead to green field sites being developed.  The southern planning committee meets on Tuesday 17th December 2024.  His main concern is the highways infrastructure.  Finally, he announced he will not be seeking re-election at the May 2025 elections.  
5.   Approve the minutes of the meetings held on Thursday 14TH November 2024.
   It was RESOLVED to sign and approve the minutes of the meeting on 14th November 2024.
6.   Roads:
a. Any recent problems. 
After Storm Darragh many trees fell onto the highway network.  The Parish Council acknowledges the work carried out by residents to ensure the safe use of the highway network by getting out there and moving the fallen trees.  
b. Information from Shropshire Council.
Three reports have been closed.  Damaged culvert at Derrington, pile of gravel at Derrington blocking a drain and hole on road between Ditton Priors and Middleton Priors at the bridge.  
     c. Road closures. All noted. 
     d. D grass area on Station Road.  Clerk is still trying to get the license to plant. 
     e. Sink Hole on Brown Clee Road.  Shropshire Councillor Tindall is working on this issue.
      f. Flooding on South Road and Priors Close.  A resident has asked what the parish council is going to do about the issue of water running off private property onto the highway.  Chair will explain it is a matter for the landowner and not the parish council. 
7.  Defibrillators: 
       The Station Road one has been used and returned.  New pads are in place. 
   8.  Planning:
       a. New applications:
            24/04382/CPL Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for works to the building to facilitate a residential use as an annexe  Netchwood Farm Upper Netchwood Bridgnorth Shropshire WV16 6SF.  Clerk to circulate.
  b. Decisions: 
· 24/00698/FUL Proposed affordable dwelling South of 4 Bent Lane Ditton Priors.  Erection of an affordable dwelling and package treatment plant.
       Grant Full planning permission.
· 24/03989/FUL Single storey wraparound extension.  2 Bent Lane Ditton Priors 
Bridgnorth.  Grant Full Planning Permission. 

c. Derrington Road Development.  It was agreed clerk would represent the Parish Council at the Southern Planning Committee meeting on 17th December 2024.  The script was presented and slightly amended. 
d.  Emerging Local Plan update.  No update has been received 
e.  Consider Neighbourhood plan.  Clerk explained the process it was noted.
          f.   Any urgent planning matters.
   9.  Finance:
          a.  Invoices to pay.   It was RESOLVED to pay the following invoices:
1. Mrs. J Madeley £582.90 fpo  
2. Pension Shropshire Council £248.22 fpo
3. Shropshire Council Street lighting £268.02 fpo
4. Water plus £8.02 dd
5. Daisy telecommunications £41.23 dd                 
b.  Bank Reconciliation. 
 
	Bank reconciliation at 31 March 2025
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	Balance b/f 31.03.24
	     20,234.26 
	Nov-24

	 
	receipts
	     45,467.33 
	

	 
	
	     65,701.59 
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	46026.58
	

	 
	
	     19,675.01 
	

	 
	
	 
	

	 
	Balances at 31.3.25
	 
	

	 
	Current account
	        3,017.76 
	

	 
	Deposit
	6484.24
	

	 
	95 day notice account
	10173.01
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	Total
	     19,675.01 
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c. First Draft of budget for year ended 31.3.26.
Clerk presented a draft of the budget.
d. Interest rate decreased on 95day notice account to 3.81%.  Note: 
e. Bank account status change and charges. From January 2025 the bank will start to charge for the use of the current account.  
  10   Consider a community consultation.
          Clerk has made contact with two companies who can provide the service and awaits quotes.
  11.  Staffing review. Deferred. 
  12.  Local Council Awards renewal.  It was RESOLVED to renew the status.
  13.  Planters at village signs.  
           Oak Farm will no longer be filling the planters.  Councillor C Barker agreed to fill the planters.
  14.  Laptop share 
           Barrow Parish Council has asked if they can join the laptop share with Ditton Priors, Astley Abbotts and ESSL Parish councils.  It was agreed for a financial contribution they could.
  15.  Correspondence.     
            1. Lord Lieutenant Garden party.     Consider nomination. Noted.
            2. Shropshire Council budget consultation. 2025/26. Noted. 
             16. Elections May 2025. 
                     Noted.
  17.  Consider Item at Chair’s discretion.
          The snow ploughing contract has just been received by the contractor.   
  18.  Date of next scheduled meeting Thursday 9th January 2025.
          The meeting was declared closed at 21.10pm.
   

   























